
 
 Whereas, formal involvement by Trout Unlimited chapters and councils in 
conflicts between claimed rights of public stream access and claimed property rights has 
been a divisive and difficult issue for a number of years and has raised questions of 
mission fit and mission drift; and  
 
 Whereas, there has been extensive discussion, commentary, and criticism of a 
March 9, 2007 proposal to amend Trout Unlimited’s stream access policy (the “Access 
Policy”) to restrict chapter and council involvement in cases where claimed public access 
rights conflict with claimed private property rights; and  
 
 Whereas, the members of Trout Unlimited’s National Leadership Council 
(“NLC”) have expressed concerns about the process chosen to present the Access Policy 
amendments for consideration and a desire to participate in the formation of any policy 
amendments;  
 
 Now, therefore, the Board of Trustees adopts the following resolution: 
 

A. It is the sense of the board that Trout Unlimited’s involvement in 
disputes between public stream access rights and private property rights should be re-
examined and minimized; 

B. It is also the sense of the board that Trout Unlimited should 
develop and fund, on a pilot basis, a program to promote voluntary and incentive-based 
stream access; and  

C. The NLC, through designated representatives, should participate in 
the formulation of appropriate amendments of the Access Policy to accomplish the above 
purposes.  The process for formulating such amendments shall include consultation by 
means of an ad hoc committee composed of three NLC representatives chosen by the 
NLC and three members of the board of trustees appointed by the Chairman or acting 
Chairman, with the ad hoc committee reporting to the Board of Trustees no later than 
August 15, 2007, for consideration by the Board of Trustees at its September 2007 
meeting. 

 
  


